
75 years operation „Northwind“ 

The forgotten offense between Saar and Rhine  

In January 2020 is the 75th anniversary of an event, which lead between Saar and Rhine to many 
Alsatian villages being liberated twice in 1945. The operation “Northwind”. It was the very last try of the 
German Wehrmacht to remain at least in parts at the top of the game in the West. After initial success 
the forays were stopped dead and the targets Strasbourg and Saverne were never reached. The hard 
battles in ice and snow claimed the lives of many people not only from soldiers on both sides but also 
from civilians, who could not be evacuated before the battles started. The villages in that areas as 
Achen, Rimling Wingen, Hatten, Rittershofen, Herrlisheim, Gambsheim and Kilstett were only left to be 
ruines after the battles from house to house.  

How this event started and happened is shown on the following timetable:  

Timetable 
06.06.1944 Invasion Normandy 

15.08.1944 Invasion French Mediterranean Coast  

13.11.1945 begin of allied offense in direction of Vosges and Burgundy Gate 

19.11.1944 French unites reach the Upper Rhine in the North of Basel  

22.11.1944 French unites reach Strasbourg (oath at Koufra). The battle area between Strasbourg and 
Mulhouse is from now an called „Alsace bridge head“ by the German side, by the allied side “Poche de 
Colmar”  

28.11.1944 French unites take over Belfort and Mulhouse  

16.12.1944 Begin of Ardennes Offense 

19.12.1944 The allied forces in Alsace receive the order to start the defence  

27.12.1944 Us forces in Alsace are prepared for a possible retreat  

29.12. to 30.12.1944 German forces go back to their initial attack position between Saar and Rhine  

31.12.1944 At midnight the operation „Northwind“ begins, first focus is the region around Bitsch 

04.01.1945 Adolf Hitler admits that the Ardenne offense has failed  

05.01.1945 In the North of Strasbourg a German bridgehead is installed at the left Rhine bank. In the 
South of Strasbourg the operation „Solstice“ begins, the foray of German forces to Strasbourg from the 
Alsace bridgehead  

06.01.1945 Focus of „Northwind“ is moved from region Bitsch to the North Alsace 

08.01.1945 US forces try to push in the German bridgehead North of Strasbourg without success  

09.01.1945 German forces move forward to Hatten and Rittershoffen  

14.01.1945 The Soviet offense on Berlin starts in the East  

19.01.1945 all German attempts to break out of the bridgehead North of Strasbourg to the West and 
Southwest are repelled  

20.01.1945 Allied forces start their offense against the Alsace bridgehead  

20.01.1945 In the part Hatten-Rittershoffen the retreat of US forces to the Moder line is ordered  

20.01./21.01.1945 Allies move forward into the direction of Colmar 



22.01.1945 German forces unite in the area of the bridgehead North of Strasbourg, but cannot cross 
the Moder or the Zorn. French forces attack the Alsace bridgehead near Erstein  

25.01.1945 Adolf Hitler stops all offense operation in North Alsace  

02.02.1945 Allied forces reach Colmar 

05.02.1945 Allied forces win a part of the Alsace bridgehead  

08.02.1945 Adolf Hitler orders the retreat from the Alsace bridgehead  

09.02.1945 With the demolition of the Rhine bridges near Neuenburg-Chalampé by German pioneers 
the battles in the Alsace bridgehead are finished  

15.02.1945 With the operation „Undertone“ allied forces begin to regain areas lost by „Northwind“. On 
16th March 1945 Bitsch is occupied and on 19th March 1945 allies stand in front of the west wall in the 
Otterbach part. After its break they move forward to Palatinate and build the basis to cross over the 
Rhine. The end of the war in the West takes its course.  

 


